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Alex Greenwich

National Convener

Australian Marriage Equality

0421 316 335

Linda Roberts

Office of Sue Pennicuik MLC

Parliament of Victoria

linda.roberts@parliament.vic.gov.au
Re: Victorian same-sex marriage legislation

Dear Ms Roberts,

Australian Marriage Equality strongly endorses the Victorian Greens’ proposed state same-sex marriage legislation.

We believe such legislation is important because,

1. it will ensure Victorians in same-sex relationships have the right to marry, providing them with the legal, social and cultural benefits that come with this right

2. it will be an important step towards providing all same-sex attracted Victorians with legal equality, reducing the levels of stress and health impairment associated with inequality and discrimination

3. it will potentially provide Victoria with an economic boost through the wedding expenditure of marrying same-sex couples, including those couples who travel to Victoria to marry (precedents include Massachusetts which benefited by an estimated $111 million over five years from being the first US state to allow same-sex marriages, and Mexico City which is benefitting by up to $100,000 a month since it became the first Mexican state to marry same-sex partners), and 

4. it will be an important step towards achieving marriage equality nationally 
In regard to the points upon which you seek feedback, AME’s position is as follows:

1. The legal status and rights that would arise through marriage 

Same-sex couples married in Victoria should have the same rights in state law as other married couples. This includes in areas of state law where there is currently discrimination, such as adoption. We note that the Tasmanian law upon which you propose to base the Victorian Bills, ensures full equality in state law. Although the Commonwealth is opposed to the recognition of same-sex marriages, the introduction of the legislation should be accompanied by an official request for it to recognise same-sex marriages solemnised under state law.

2. How these laws would apply to interstate residents 
There should be no residency requirement. Same-sex partners from other Australian states should be free to marry in Victoria if they choose, even if their state or territory of residence does not recognise their Victorian marriage. This is because it is reasonable to expect other states will come to recognise Victorian same-sex marriages in some form or another. In this regard we note that Tasmania currently recognises overseas same-sex marriages as Deeds of Relationship. We also urge you to allow non-residents to marry because the importance of the right to marry goes beyond the legal rights and security marriage bestows. The cultural meaning of marriage, and the social inclusion it creates, are also important, especially for couples traditionally excluded from the institution. 

3. The rights of religious celebrants to choose not to solemnise a same-sex marriage 

Religious celebrants should be free to refuse to solemnise a same-sex marriage in the same way they are currently free to refuse to solemnise an opposite-sex marriage that does not conform to their religious beliefs (for example, marriage of divorced partners). Whatever exemptions currently exist for civil celebrants and for faith-based schools and welfare agencies in regard to discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation or marital status, should not be altered by this legislation. The review of such exemptions should occur in the context of a broader review of exemptions under the Victorian Equal Opportunity Act.

4. How it should interact with Victoria’s Relationship Register
Australian Marriage Equality supports state partnership schemes as a way for couples who do not wish to marry to have their relationships formally recognised. Therefore, we support the retention of the Victorian relationship register. However, we also understand that some same-sex partners who wish to marry but do not have that choice may have registered a relationship instead. Your same-sex marriage bills should allow for partners in a registered relationship to convert their registered relationship into a marriage, upon application to the Victorian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
If you have any questions, please let me know.

Best wishes,

Alex Greenwich
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